

Content Round 1 2025/26 Guidelines



Content Grant Guidelines
Please read these grant guidelines before you apply. The guidelines include important information about this grant, including how you can use the funding. These guidelines apply to Content projects only.
There are separate grant guidelines and application forms for Specialist Radio Programming. 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk56771099]CBF Content Grant Objectives
Content grants aim to support the development, production and distribution of local content that reflects, amplifies and enriches the diverse and ever evolving communities of Australia.  

The objectives of Content grants are to support community media organisations to:
· Increase community participation and engagement in community media that is inclusive and accessible to all
· Amplify and reflect the voices, cultures and languages of Australia's diverse communities
· Build audiences by supporting creativity, excellence and innovation in community media content production
· Expand partnerships to explore new forms of storytelling across topics and platforms 

FAQ: What do the CBF Content funding objectives mean?

2. Who can apply?
You can apply for a Content grant if you are a current or prospective community broadcaster who is producing content for broadcast by a recognised community media organisation.
While the application process is open to any producer, the grant itself must be managed by one eligible organisation listed below. We recommend you negotiate an auspice agreement with any auspice organisation you work with.
Eligible organisations include:
· a community radio station 
· a community television station
· an incorporated non-proﬁt community media sector organisation*
· a Remote Indigenous Media Organisation or Remote Indigenous Broadcasting Service
· an incorporated not-for-proﬁt organisation producing content or auspicing on behalf of an independent producer with an agreement for distribution via a recognised community media organisation.

* Incorporated not for profit organisations are eligible where they are producing content or auspicing on behalf of an independent producer (the producer must have a distribution agreement with a recognised community media organisation).
FAQ: What are community broadcasting sector organisations?
FAQ: How do we define who is a recognised community media organisation?
FAQ: What is community media?
3. How much can you apply for?
You can apply for a maximum of six content projects per organisation, per ﬁnancial year, excluding support for Specialist Radio Programming. 
Each application will be competitively assessed and may be funded in full, in part or not at all based on the merits of the application and the demand for funding in any given grant round.
Funding support is available from either one or a mix of General, Ethnic, First Nations, or Radio Reading funding lines, depending on eligibility to those funding lines and the availability of funding.
FAQ: How are CBF funding streams allocated?
Ethnic funding is available for all or part of a Content grant if you are an ethnic licensed station or your application includes content relevant to culturally and linguistically diverse communities.
The funds available for allocation in Content Grants including Specialist Radio Programming in the ﬁnancial year 2025/26 can support the following activities up to the following amounts:
	 
	Round 1 
	Round 2 

	Content relevant to Ethnic communities 
	$1,330,795
	$147,866

	Content relevant to First Nations communities 
	$856,060
	$95,117 

	RPH Programming relevant to people with a print disability 
	$92,590
	$0

	Other content 
	$1,170,585
	$130,065

	Total available 
	$3,450,030
	$373,048


Please note: available funds are approximate and are subject to change. Content funding includes support for Specialist Radio Programming.  
Requests for more than $20,000 
Applications requesting $20,000 or more must demonstrate financial contributions from other funding sources such as other funding partners, sponsors, crowdfunding or financial contributions from your organisation’s own resources. Contributions cannot include other CBF funding, in-kind or volunteer support.  The proportion of the co-contribution will be considered in assessment.  
FAQ:  What are in-kind contributions?
Multi-year Funding
You may apply for multi-year funding support if you have been supported for similar activities by the CBF in previous years. New activities are less likely to be supported with multi-year funding. You can apply for a multi-year grant for up to three years.
FAQ Link: How does multi-year funding support work?
4. What conditions apply?
· The production must be ﬁrst broadcast by a recognised community media organisation and where possible must continue to be made available to that organisation for re-broadcast upon request.
· You must acknowledge the CBF’s ﬁnancial support as detailed in our Acknowledgment Toolkit.
· You must ensure a sample of the production is made available for publication on the CBF website.
· The CBF will not acquire a copyright interest in funded content. The owner of copyright in a work is the creator unless the creator has assigned copyright in advance, such as through a presenter’s employment, broadcast or auspice agreement. 
· You will own the Intellectual Property Rights in the content Activity Material, subject to any third-party Intellectual Property Rights contained in the content Activity Material.
· You will provide the CBF with a permanent, irrevocable, free, world-wide, non-exclusive licence (including a right of sub-licence) to use, reproduce, publish, and adapt the content Activity Material for any CBF purposes.
· Where third-party intellectual property rights exist in relation to the content Activity Material, you must, at your cost, undertake reasonable endeavours to arrange for the CBF to be granted a permanent, irrevocable, free, world-wide, non-exclusive licence (including a right of sub-licence) to use, reproduce, publish and adapt the content containing the third-party Intellectual Property Rights for any CBF purposes.
5. What can you use the grant for?
Content development and distribution costs directly associated with the production and delivery of a speciﬁc program or project, such as:
· project speciﬁc wage support: presenters, producers, cast, crew, project management, technicians 
· program speciﬁc needs: research materials, music and copyright purchases, relevant project-speciﬁc insurance such as defamation insurance for a special broadcast event, travel, marketing, development resources, TV studio hire, venue hire, small equipment, equipment hire, catering, materials for set design, costumes and props, make-up, interpreters, subtitles and captioning, program speciﬁc training, phone/internet costs, program website costs, production support and facilities
· organisational support: administration costs for funded projects (up to $1,000 per project).
FAQ: Can I apply for wages under Content grants?

Calculating wages for your project
Our Wage rates guide outlines what we consider reasonable. If wages listed in the project are above the rates listed in our guide, you will need to explain why (e.g. experience or specialist expertise in a particular field) 
We support the production of both new ideas that have not yet been broadcast publicly and established projects, including new episodes of existing programs. 
For inspiration and examples of impactful Content grant ideas, please see Inspiration for your Content grant application. 
Helpful links
· Supporting Content Framework
· Recent successful Content Grants
6. What can't you use the grant for?
· Community TV Pilot programs (see FAQ: )
· Ongoing specialist program costs (First Nations, Ethnic, RPH programs), which should be applied for using a Specialist Radio Programming application form
· Operational costs, training, or equipment which can be applied for as part of a Development & Operations grant application
· Subsidies for station salary positions (see FAQ: Can I apply for wages under Content grants?)
· Costs incurred prior to 1 July 2025
· Overseas travel
· Costs that could be met by an organisation’s in-kind contribution, such as studio hire fees and administrative staﬀ work time
· Contingency costs
· For organisations receiving Sector Investment funding, activities that address agreed outcomes as per a current Sector Investment grant agreement or address proposed outcomes in a current Sector Investment funding application.

7. How will your application be assessed?
Your grant application will take the following journey:
1. Application prepared and submitted
2. Application processed by Grants Support Team to ensure eligibility criteria are met
3. Application assessed against the criteria listed below by at least five assessors, including at least three members of our Grant Assessor Team and two members of the Content Grants Advisory Committee (CGAC) 
4. CGAC will consider priority weightings applied to average score, scores and comments, and make funding recommendations to our Board of Directors
5. Funding allocations ﬁnalised by our Board of Directors
6. Grants Support Team advises applicants of funding decisions
FAQ: How will the application be assessed?
All applications will be competitively assessed and may be funded in full, in part or not at all based on the merits of the application and the demand for funding in any given grant round.
Due to the volume of applications received, applications are assessed based on the documentation provided at the time of submission. The CBF is unable to follow up on missing documentation after applications have been submitted.
At least half of the assessors of applications for and by First Nations Australians, groups and organisations will be First Nations Australians. You may also recommend that assessors with particular skills or perspectives read and score your application (e.g. women to assess projects about women or film/TV projects to be assessed by assessors with experience in film/TV). 
Your application will be assessed on the following criteria:
	 Weighting
	Criteria
	Example application form questions

	40%
	Idea – the application puts forward a reasonable proposal or concept for which there is a demonstrated need.  The proposal meets at least one of the objectives of the grant category.
	What do you need CBF support to do and why is it important now? 
How does this project meet the Content grant funding objectives?

	30%
	Impacts – the application will have a demonstrable, positive outcome for the station / sector / community.
	How will you measure the projects success?
Who is the target audience of your content? 
How might this project achieve greater diversity in participation?


	30%
	Planning  – the application shows you can complete the project, demonstrating clear planning and good value for money.
	How will the proposal be carried out?
Who will be involved?
Details of the project Budget.



Your entire Content Grant application will be considered by the CGAC on the basis of:
· aggregated assessment scores, including priority weightings to be applied to regional and remote based organisations, excluding Remote Indigenous Media Organisations, (+ 5%) and organisations with an average annual income (over the past 3 years) less than $100,000 (+5%) (concurrent loadings may apply)
· the number of projects funded per organisation
· the total funding amount funded per organisation
· balancing funding support between new ideas and established projects
· the total funding available in each round
· a balance of regional, remote, suburban and metropolitan organisations
· a balance across all states and territories
· a balance between local, multi-station and a national focus
· a balance of audio, video and online platforms
· a balance across a mix of communities of interest
8. How will you report on the grant if your application is successful?
You will be required to report on the progress of your grant via a progress report and a final report.  For total grants paid over $80,000 in a financial year, you will need to provide An Auditor’s Financial Certificate (AFC) declaring that grant funds have been expended in accordance with the terms of your grant agreement.
FAQ Link: Grant Reports

2

