Specialist Radio Programming Grant Guidelines

Please read these grant guidelines before you apply. The grant guidelines include important information about this grant program, including how you can use the funding. These guidelines apply to Specialist Radio Programming only.
There are separate grant guidelines for Content Grants.

What is Specialist Radio Programming support?
Specialist Radio Programming (SRP) refers to established ongoing, regular or new programs that deliver a specific service, not otherwise provided by broadcasters, to a local community. 
Community broadcasters serve their community in meaningful ways which commercial broadcasting organisations cannot. They represent local geographic communities or special interest communities, particularly those not typically represented in mainstream media. Successful representation requires understanding of the audience and their changing habits and curating content that is relevant to them.  
This funding support is designed to encourage stations to carry specialist radio programming. It assists with the development, production and broadcast costs of specialist programming content to meet the needs of particular communities. Funding is available for Specialist Radio Programming as below:
· *First Nations Australians programs, in accordance with the speciﬁc conditions outlined in section 3. 
· Radio reading (formerly RPH) programs to serve people with a print disability, in accordance with the speciﬁc conditions outlined in section 3. 
· *Ethnic programs to serve a deﬁned local ethnic community, in accordance with the speciﬁc conditions outlined in section 3.

* Please note there are no First Nations or Radio Reading funds for Specialist Radio Programs commencing in Round 2, as the funding streams were fully allocated in Round 1. First Nations and Radio Reading funding for Specialist Radio Programs will be available in Round 1 2024/25 and we recommend you apply then. Please contact the Grants Support Team for more information.

1. Application Process
Your Specialist Radio Programming grant application is comprised of two components: a Summary of Programs form and this Specialist Radio Programming application form.  
For Round 2 applications, please contact the Grants Support Team to re-open your Summary of Programs so that you can update your Specialist Radio Programs.

What is a Summary of Programs?
The Summary of Programs (SOP) provides details of all Specialist Radio programs broadcast by your station. The Summary of Programs is used to determine your station’s eligibility for a Specialist Radio Programming grant and/or whether your station is eligible to receive Ethnic funding support through Development & Operations grants. 

Your Summary of Programs must be up to date before submitting this Specialist Radio Programming application and to be eligible to receive Ethnic funding support through the Development & Operations grant category. To do this:

1. Go to 'My submissions' > find your Summary of Programs with prefix SOP- 
· If you can’t see your Summary of Programs, or this is the first time you are applying for Specialist Radio Programming, please get in touch with the Grants Support Team
2. Click the notepad icon to open
3. On page 2 update any information as required e.g. you can amend the total hours for each program, add any new programs by clicking the 'Add More' button or delete programs no longer on air by clicking the grey minus button
4. On page 3 update any information as required e.g. you can amend broadcaster numbers or producer names
5. Review and resubmit to confirm your SOP

If you applied for support for a Program in Development in the previous round and that program has started, you must update your Summary of Programs to include details of the new program, to be eligible for Specialist Radio Programming funding for that program.
FAQ: Summary of Programs

Ethnic funding and Development & Operations grants
In order for all or part of your grant to be eligible to be drawn from the Ethnic Community Broadcasting Fund in the Development & Operations program, you must have submitted a Specialist Radio Programming application. This is inclusive of an updated Summary of Programs, demonstrating eligible ethnic programs within the same funding period as your Development & Operations application. 
FAQ: What is Ethnic funding?

2. Who can apply?
Eligible organisations include:
· a community radio station 
· a Remote Indigenous Media Organisation or Remote Indigenous Broadcasting Service
· incorporated not-for-proﬁt organisations auspicing applications for program groups broadcast on a community radio station
The following organisations or individuals are NOT eligible to apply:
· applicants seeking support for TV content. You should apply for programming support using the Content Grants form
· RPH licensed stations. RPH stations may apply for funding support through Content grants and Development & Operations grants
· a community radio station broadcasting radio reading programs within the broadcast 'footprint' of an existing radio reading (RPH) service, unless that service does not broadcast any local content

3. What conditions apply?
All specialist programs must:
· be on air by the start of the upcoming funding period (1 December 2023) OR in development to be on air within the funding period (Development 2023 – June 2024)
· be produced locally – programs originating elsewhere for local re-broadcast are not eligible
· be broadcast regularly, at least fortnightly between 6am–1am (i.e. not overnight) for the entire funding period
· be at least 30 minutes long, with a minimum of 80% specialist programming material including culturally relevant music
· have a minimum of 40% of the program which must be spoken word content OR
· have a minimum of 40% culturally relevant music content broadcast live or recorded live by the station for broadcast
· include social, cultural or political issues of importance to the relevant community, and news and information relevant to cultural and language maintenance, with an emphasis on local perspectives.
New Programs vs Programs in Development
A ‘new’ specialist radio program is a program that has already undergone community consultation and development and is intended to be on air by the time the funding period has commenced (1 December 2023).

A ‘program in development’ is a program that is at the idea stage and requires support to undertake community consultation, select producers and presenters and commence development. In order to be eligible for support, the station must demonstrate that this program is planned to be on air within the funding period (December 2023 – June 2024). 

FAQ: What is a program in development?
Program requirements:
· *A First Nations Australian program broadcast on a non-Indigenous licensed station must be produced and presented by First Nations people or groups. Funding from the First Nations Community Broadcasting Fund in this grant program cannot be allocated to a program that is produced and presented by non-First Nations people
· A First Nations Australian program broadcast on an Indigenous licensed station must be produced and presented by a First Nations person or group and; must include 50% Indigenous language content and/or content produced and distributed within a remote Indigenous community
* Please note there are no First Nations funds for First Nations Australians Specialist Radio Programs commencing in Round 2, as the funding stream was fully allocated in Round 1. First Nations funding for Specialist Radio Programs will be available in Round 1 2024/25 and we recommend you apply then. Please contact the Grants Support Team for more information. 

FAQ: My project has a First Nations focus, is there anything I need to consider?
· An Ethnic program must be produced and presented by a person or group of people broadcasting to a deﬁned local ethnic community which has input into the content of the program. The program’s spoken language must be at least 50% in a language other than English except where English is the native or common language of the cultural community (e.g. Irish, Indian) or where the program is produced and presented by people under the age of 30. Spoken word content must be no more than 25% religious
· A Multicultural program must be produced by a group of at least 3 broadcasters from diﬀering language/cultural backgrounds and address issues of multiculturalism, identity, settlement, etc. It can be in any language
· A *Radio Reading program must conform with Standards for RPH Programming on Community Radio. 
· sponsorship announcements, music, standard news bulletins such as National Radio News (NRN), and other items not speciﬁc to the needs of people with a print disability do not qualify as radio reading content
· all printed items shall be read in full. Material shall be presented with an appropriate identiﬁcation of: the publication, edition, date of publication, page number and author's name. In no circumstances shall the text be varied, or any editorial comment be oﬀered in relation to an item.
* Please note there are no Radio Reading funds for Specialist Radio Programs commencing in Round 2, as the funding streams were fully allocated in Round 1. Radio Reading funding for Specialist Radio Programs will be available in Round 1 2024/25 and we recommend you apply then. Please contact the Grants Support Team for more information.


FAQ: Where can I learn more about Radio Reading?
In line with our Content Monitoring Policy your programming information may be monitored as part of grant application processing.

Applicant requirements:
Applicants must meet with Specialist broadcasters (either in person or via phone or video) to ensure:
· broadcasters are suﬃciently supported by stations and incorporated organisations to provide interesting and relevant content for local communities
· broadcasters and station representatives have an opportunity to discuss any issues and include specialist programmers in the overall station community
· everybody understands and commits to the grant guidelines requirements for Specialist Radio Programming support throughout the funding period
· everybody understands and agrees to the funded items requested
· everybody is aware of their grant expenditure record keeping requirements.
Each grant application will require the date of your most recent meeting with each broadcasting group and a list of attendees and their contact information. 

4. What can you apply for?

FAQ Link:  How are CBF funding streams allocated?

You can apply for resources needed to develop and produce the eligible specialist programming identiﬁed in your application.

There is no set limit on the total amount you can request for Specialist Radio Programming support; however, overall funding is limited. The CBF have recommended what we consider to be a reasonable request for particular items per program and per station. If your programs have a greater need for support than what is recommended, you can apply for more funding but you must provide an explanation. 
All eligible requests will receive support if they are considered reasonable in comparison with your previous requests, requests from other applicants in this grant round and funds available. You might not receive the full requested grant amount due to limited available funds.
Your grant budget requires you to list proposed expenditure for each type of specialist program (by program type: First Nations, ethnic, or Radio Reading).
Applicants may request funding in Round 1 for a twelve-month period (July to June), which may be paid in two instalments. Applications submitted in Round 2 may include new programs and/or amendments to ongoing program support to reflect any programming changes made in the July to November funding period only (seven months).
New programs or programs in development may request a one-off payment start-up / seed funding for program resources, training and program development. Items could include the purchase of music, USBs, program mentoring, news sources, small equipment (headphones, portable recorders) or other requirements specific to establishing a new program group.

Costs relating directly to program production and community/broadcaster engagement may include:

	Expenditure Item
	Items may include
	Recommended amounts per program type

	Small Equipment Costs
	· storage devices (portable recorders, hard drives)
· Remote broadcasting equipment
· microphones, headphones, etc
· Quotes for items valued over $1,000 are required
	$750 per program up to $5,000 per organisation

	Program Specific Costs
	· Program materials
	Up to $1,000 per organisation 

	
	· reference materials and news sources
	 $120 per program

	
	· music
	$720 per program up to $5,000 per organisation 

	
	· Broadcaster personal expenses related to program delivery including  phone/internet costs, localised travel expenses
	$620 per program $2,500 per organisation 

	
	· program marketing
	$600 per program up to $1,200 per organisation

	
	· program website costs
	$200 per program up to $1,000 per organisation

	
	· outside broadcasts and special broadcasting events
	Up to $2,500 per organisation

	
	· program speciﬁc training/mentoring: non-accredited training support, additional program supervision, buddy systems for new broadcasters
	Up to $500 per program $2,500 per organisation

	
	· program development costs for new specialist programs including community consultation, engaging producers/presenters, program set up costs, program costs
	Up to $2,000 per new program

	
	· First Nations Australian program wages for First Nations Australian producers and presenters only.
	Up to $75 per hour of programming

	Community/Broadcaster Engagement Costs
	· conference attendance including registration, travel and accommodation (e.g. NEMBC)
	Up to $2,000 per organisation per program type

	
	· broadcasters meeting expenses
	Up to $1,000 per organisation

	
	· administration/consultation fees for the station.
	Up to $250 per program



FAQ: How much should we apply for on behalf of Specialist Program groups?
FAQ: What is the community / broadcaster engagement / admin fee?
FAQ: Should I request the same amount as last year?
5. What can't you use the grant for?
You cannot use the grant for other costs that don't relate to the production of the program, including:
· operational costs, other training or equipment not related to the program, which can be applied for as part of the station’s Development & Operations grant application
· Content production costs more appropriately applied for as a Content grant application
· overseas travel
· payment of membership fees
· access/airtime fees imposed by the station
· costs incurred prior to 1 July 2023
· station costs that could be met by its in-kind contribution, such as studio hire fees and admin staﬀ work time
· contingency costs
· sponsorship production

6. How will your application be assessed?
Specialist Radio Programming applications are not competitively assessed. Applications that meet the following criteria will receive support:
· Eligible program – your Summary of Programs form is updated to confirm your program is eligible for funding and appropriate consultation has taken place as deﬁned above
· Objective – your program contributes to the ongoing maintenance and development of either RPH, Ethnic or First Nations Australian community broadcasting
· Completeness – the information you have provided including attachments listed on the application form is suﬃcient for the committee to assess your application
· Previous reporting – you have met all reporting requirements for previous CBF grants
· Budget – the budget items requested are considered reasonable in comparison with your previous requests, requests from other applicants in this grant round and funds available. The approved budget section of your Grant Agreement may vary from your application request.
FAQ: How will specialist radio programming requests be assessed?

7. How will you report on your grant if your application is successful?
If your application is successful, there will be information in your Grant Agreement regarding reporting requirements.
Payment of a second instalment will be contingent upon receipt and approval of a grant Progress Report covering the initial six months (July to December). The second payment may be reduced if funded programming has ceased or is no longer eligible for support.
Your Grant Final Report will include a description of what the outcomes of the grant were, a financial report that shows how the grant was spent and a statement certifying that the grant was spent according to the terms of the Grant Agreement. 
Successful applicants are reminded that grant funds can only be used for the purpose specified within your Grant Agreement. Any variation to that purpose must receive written agreement from the CBF beforehand. In line with the Grant Agreement, any SRP funds not expended within the funding period cannot be held over to the following year and must be returned to the CBF.
For total grants, across all CBF grant programs, paid over $80,000 in a financial year, you will need to provide an Auditor’s Financial Certificate (AFC) declaring that grant funds have been expended in accordance with the terms of your grant agreement. We will advise you if this is necessary at the time.
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